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the tenant was relief. "The government wouldn't let us
plant, so we had to go on relief," was a typical hard-luck
tale* Another angle was presented by an Oklahoma landlord,
whose not uncommon experience he recounted in 1938: "In
*34 I had I reckon four renters and I didn't make anything.
I bought tractors on the money the government give me and
got shet o' my renters/'
The plight of families "tractored off the land" was only
indirectly related to the AAA and certainly unforeseen by
its original advocates. Yet the logic was simple. Upon begin-
ning to' recover from a long slump in agriculture, the land-
owner found himself with cash in hand, and inside his head
a new psychology of businesslike methods, notions of crop
restriction to augment profits and of economic planning and
foresight fostered from Washington. The era of hit-or-miss
had ended; innovation was in the air. The cold shock of the
Depression followed by the warm interest of the New Deal
quickened the farmer's sense of calculation as nothing else
could have done.
One of his first thoughts was to overcome the lag of
mechanization. Between 1930 and 1940, while the number
of automobiles owned by farmers showed practically no gain,
trucks increased sixteen per cent and tractors seventy per cent
until almost two million of the latter were bearing the heavy
work of the nation's agriculture and altering production
methods, ways of life and of thinking. More of a potential
threat than a reality, the vibrations of the mechanical picker,
humming swiftly along a few cotton rows, were already be-
ginning to shake the whole base of Southern rural economy
—in a section already apprehensive over the threat of cheaper
Brazilian cotton, which had rushed into the world market
to fill the vacuum created by restrictions under the Triple A. *
* The Rust brothers, John and Mack, who built tbc first mechanical picker
in 1930, displayed rare social conscience in seeking to temper the winds of
technological change, setting up the Rust Foundation in 1938 to rehabilitate
displaced croppers and laborers and to subsidize research on Southern poverty.
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